
Sociology Summer Assignment 

Your assignment is answer the question below. You need to read the source and use it to help you plan 

your answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applying material from Item A and your knowledge of research methods, evaluate the strengths and limitations 

of using structured interview to investigate the influence of the family on pupils’ education (20 marks) 

Your essay should be no more than 1 side of A4. Font size 12.  

 

Things to consider in your answer:  

• You will need permission from the head teacher to carry out such an investigation. Why might 

a head teacher not want a researcher looking at children’s attitudes and their success within 

schools? 

• You will also need to seek permission from the parents of the children. Why might some 

parents be happy for them or their children to take part and others not want to? How will you 

get in contact with the parents? 

• Are you going to talk to teachers? If so will they have knowledge about parent attitudes?  

• How long are you going to make each interview? Are you going to interview parents/ teachers 

or children? How many participants do you think you will be able to interview? 

• When are you going to do this? Remember you need to work around the time tables of both 

students and teachers if you want to speak to them. 

• What age group are you going to speak to? You may need to think about the type of language 

you use if you are speaking to younger students. 

• The practical, theoretical and ethical issues of research in education 

 

Success Criteria 

Level What you need to include 
1 Your answer will be accurate, detailed and have of a range of relevant material on 

structured interviews.   
 
Appropriate material will be applied accurately to the investigation of the influence of the 
family on pupils’ education.  
 
You will have a range of relevant strengths and limitations of using structured interviews to 

Item A 
Investigating the influence of the family on pupils’ education  
Families have an important influence on pupils’ education. For example, the family’s income may 
be able to pay for educational materials and experiences as well as for comfortable conditions in 
which to study. Similarly, parents’ own education, their child-rearing and socialisation practices, 
and their speech codes and cultural background can influence children’s attitudes to school and 
their ability to succeed. In all these respects, there are significant class and ethnic differences in 
family life and they help to explain differences in the educational experiences of different pupils.  
 
One way of studying the influence of the family on pupils’ education is to use structured 

interviews. These are a good way of gathering basic data quickly. Structured interviews also allow 

researchers to establish patterns and make comparisons. However, they may be less useful when 

dealing with sensitive or private issues. 

 



research issues and characteristics relating to the influence of the family on pupils’ 
education, for example: 

• the research characteristics of potential research participants, eg individual pupils, 
parents, other relatives, teachers (e.g. class and ethnic differences among parents; 
teachers’ professionalism or attitudes towards pupils’ families)  

• the research contexts and settings, .e.g. pupils’ homes, school premises, school 
gates  

• the sensitivity of researching influence of the family on pupils’ education, .e.g. 
families’ material circumstances or child-rearing practices; eligibility for free 
school meals; stigmatisation; policy and resource implications for schools; parental 
consent). 

•  
You will evaluation of the usefulness of structured interviews will be explicit and relevant. 
Analysis will show clear explanation.  
 

2 Your answer will be accurate, broad or deep but have incomplete knowledge of the 
strengths and limitations of structured interviews.  
 
You will show an understanding of a number of significant aspects of the question. 
 
Your application of knowledge will be broadly appropriate but will tend to be applied in a 
more generalised way or a more restricted way; for example:  

 • applying the method to the study of education in general, not to the specifics of 
studying the influence of the family on pupils’ education, or  

 • specific but undeveloped application to the influence of the family on pupils’ 
education, or  

 • a focus on the research characteristics of the influence of the family on pupils’ 
education, or groups/contexts etc. involved in it, with implicit links to some 
features of structured interviews.  

  
There will be some limited explicit evaluation, e.g. of one or two features of structured 
interviews as a method, and/or some appropriate analysis, e.g. clear explanations of some 
of the features of structured interviews. 

3 Your answer will show largely accurate knowledge but limited range and depth, including 
a broadly accurate, if basic, account of some of the strengths and/or limitations of 
structured interviews.  
 
You will demonstrate some limited but significant aspects of the question; superficial 
understanding of the presented material.  
 
You will apply material (possibly in list-like fashion) on structured interviews, but with 
very limited or non-existent application to either the study of the influence of the family 
on pupils’ education in particular or of education in general.  
 
Your evaluation will be limited to briefly stated points. Analysis will be limited, with 
answers tending towards the descriptive.   
 

4 Your answer will show limited undeveloped knowledge, e.g. two to three insubstantial 
points about some features of structured interviews.  
 
You will demonstrate only limited aspects of the question; simplistic understanding of the 
presented material.  
 
There will be limited application of suitable material, and/or material often at a tangent to 



the demands of the question, e.g. perhaps drifting into an unfocused comparison of 
different methods.  
 
There will be very limited or no evaluation. Attempts at analysis, if any, are thin and 
disjointed. 

 


