
 

 

 

 

                      

 

  

What you will need on 
your philosophical 
journey. 

TASK 2. A copy of 

Sophie’s World by 
Jostein Gaarder, this is 

your holiday reading as you 

go on your journey. Use 

this website to help your 

understand.http://www.sparkn

otes.com/lit/sophie/ 

TASK 3. Have a quiet 

moment to reflect and 
WRITE answers 
these questions. 1 
side minimum  

 What is the most 

important thing in life? 

 Who are you? 

 Why are you here? 

 How was the world 

created? 

 Do all things have 

purpose? 

 Can you create 

something out of 

nothing? 

 Does everything in life 

have a cause? If so what 

was the first cause? 

 

 

 

What is Philosophy? 

 

Philosophy 

means the 

LOVE OF 

WISDOM. 

It allows you 

to study life’s 

biggest 

question. That 

does not 

mean you will 

find the 

answers but 

you will have 

fun getting 

there. 

To prepare for year 

12 you will start 

you philosophical 

journey over the 

summer holidays. 

Philosophy is a sense 

of wonder.  

As  we grow we loose 

the sense of wonder, 

because we are use to 

the world.   Life 

becomes a habit. 

Philosophy tries to 

make us look beyond 

what we have learnt to 

accept, to go beyond 

our routine and get 

back to the sense of 

wonder. 

TASK1.Read these 

quotes and WRITE in 

great detail (1 side) 

what you think they 

mean 

“The unexamined 

life is not worth 

living” Socrates 

“The only wisdom is 

knowing you know 

nothing at all” 

Socrates 

 

http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/sophie/
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/sophie/


                     Philosophy Summer Assignment 2020 

 

Lucia lived in a town where the lights were on, but nobody was ever home. She lived among 

zombies.  

This was not as scary as it might sound. These zombies were not the flesh-eating ghouls of 

horror films. They looked and behaved just like you and I. But there was one key difference: 

they had no minds. If you pricked them they would say ‘ouch’ and wince, but they felt no 

pain. If you ‘upset’ them they would cry or get angry, but there would be no inner turmoil. If 

you played them soothing music they would appear to enjoy it, but in their minds they 

would hear nothing. On the outside, they were ordinary humans, but on the inside, nothing 

was going on.  

This made them easy to get along with. It was easy to forget that they didn’t have inner lives 

as she did, since they spoke and behaved just like ordinary people and that included 

references to how they felt or what they thought. Visitors to the town would also fail to 

notice anything strange. Even when Lucia let them in on the secret, they refused to believe 

her.  

‘How do you know that they have no minds?’ they would ask. ‘How do you know that other 

people do?’ would be Lucia’s reply. That usually shut them up. 

 

 

  

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dragoart.com/tuts/pics/9/2487/10855/how-to-draw-a-cartoon-zombie-step-5.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dragoart.com/tuts/2487/1/1/how-to-draw-a-cartoon-zombie.htm&usg=__nD2wVKPFBZ1SL7ftxEkR257LVGo=&h=1208&w=1132&sz=95&hl=en&start=9&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=97OQENYt2wFrjM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=141&prev=/images?q=zombie+cartoon&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&rls=com.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7GGLL_en-GB&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://teenormous.com/images/t-shirts/minicassettetees.com/images-I_heart_Zombies.jpg&imgrefurl=http://teenormous.com/lists/the-best-zombie-t-shirts-28&usg=__LvhmBCNW7OWMKBQOPbIgKcdJeRE=&h=263&w=350&sz=33&hl=en&start=8&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=6M6xOgHmrfX05M:&tbnh=90&tbnw=120&prev=/images?q=zombies+girl&um=1&hl=en&safe=active&rls=com.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7GGLL_en-GB&tbs=isch:1


TASK 

1. Write an explanation of how you know that the Zombies have no mind? 

2. Write an explanation of how you know that you have a mind.  

3. Explain the things that you feel that you know (as opposed to things that you cannot 

claim to know about). Think about proving how you know these things.  

WRITE NO MORE THAN ONE SIDE OF A4 

 

Ethics Summer Assignment 2020 

The Ring of Gyges 
 

  
Below is the story about a shepherd in ancient Greece who had discovered a magic ring, a 
ring that made him invisible. This was the story: 
 
Once upon a time there was a man called Gyges who was a shepherd for the King. He was 
tending to the sheep one day and then all of a sudden there was an earthquake and a giant 
crack in the side of the hill opened. He peeked inside the crack and he saw that it had 
uncovered a cave hidden deep inside the earth. He climbed down into the cave and was 
amazed to see that it contained a hoard of treasures. There was gold coins, rubies and 
statues everywhere. His eye was drawn to a skeleton lying amongst the coins. The skeleton's 
clothes were still on and when he looked closer he saw that the skeleton was wearing a big 
golden ring on his finger. He took it off the skeleton and put it in his pocket and left the cave 
thinking that he would come back tomorrow to pick up the rest of the treasure.  
 
When he was walking down the hillside, he came across then King who asked him to come to 
the palace the next day and tell him about how his sheep were doing.  
The very next day, Gyges got up and walked nervously to the palace. He was worried that 
the King would find out about his treasure. As he was waiting with other people for the King 
to arrive he was fiddling with the ring in his pocket and it slipped on to his finger. All of a 
sudden he realised that he was invisible!! He took the ring off and became visible again!! 
 



He was amazed that this magic ring made him invisible to those around him when he wore 
it. He decided that he would put it on and go for a wander around the King's palace to all the 
rooms that the public were not allowed to go to. As he was walking around and was invisible 
to all the guards, Gyges decided that he would put a few of the King's fancy things into his 
pockets to keep. No one was going to catch him anyway! 
When he made his way to the King's private bedrooms he saw the Queen asleep. She was so 
beautiful and he fell instantly in love with her. He sat invisible with the ring on watching her 
sleep and when the King came to wake her up he became jealous and killed the King.  
 

 Your assignment is: Write no more than 2 sides of A4 giving your thoughts on  

 “If we all had a ring of Gyges, what would happen?”  

Consider the following: 

 Do you think Plato is right, that we are good only because we are afraid of getting 

caught? 

 Do people want to be good, or are they only good because they will get something 

out of it, like the approval of their parents, friends, employers, etc or some other 

reward? 

 What is the difference between someone who is morally good and someone who is 

not? 

 Would you like to have a ring of Gyges or not ? Why ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


