
A Level Media Studies 

The following programme is designed to prepare you for A level Media Studies. There are some reading and 

watching tasks to prepare you for the course, as well as a longer written task that will be assessed (the Induction 

Assignment). If you have any questions about the work below email me: cwhitney@bishophatfield.herts.sch.uk 

The best Media Studies students are the ones who consume a variety of media across different platforms. Make sure 

you are informed about current affairs and regularly consume television, film, radio, magazines, newspapers and 

online media from a variety of different genres and forms. Set up news app alerts, follow influential people on social 

media and pay attention to what is trending in the world - this will all help you to stay informed. 

N.B. For research tasks, please use a variety of sources and not just Wikipedia - this often contains unreliable 

information.  

Week  Topic/ link 
to exam 

Activities Complete 

1 Advertising 
industry: 
Comp 1 
exam 

Advertising research: 
Think of a well-known brand (e.g. Nike, Mac Cosmetics, Ikea) and investigate 
their advertising campaigns over time. Watch their adverts online, look at the 
brand website and make notes on: 

● The company history 
● Which have been their most successful adverts/ campaigns. Why have 

they been successful? 
● Who are their main competitors and what makes this brand different? 

 
(This will be good preparation and knowledge for your induction assignment.) 

 

2 Key 
concepts 

Website MediaKnowall background reading: 
Here they explain key media concepts and give examples. Read the pages on 
representation and narrative and make notes. 
http://www.mediaknowall.com/as_alevel/alevkeyconcepts/alevelkeycon.php 
 

 

3 Newspaper 
industry: 
Comp 1 
exam 

Rupert Murdoch fact file: 
Find out which newspapers Rupert Murdoch owns in the UK and why he is 
such an important and controversial media figure. Complete your own 
research from a variety of sources and articles and compile it into a fact file. 
Keep a note of any news links you find. 
 

 

4 Key 
concepts 

Watch ‘The Media Insider: What is Media Studies?’: 
This video explains the basics of Media Studies and how we analyse media 
products. This may help you with the induction assignment. Make notes - this 
video will also help you a lot in the first few weeks of our course. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qE-B_XkoAgQ 
 

 

5 Media 
analysis: 
Comp 1 
exam 

Watch ‘TED Talk - How movies teach manhood’: 
This video discusses the representation of men and women in children’s films 
and the impact this has on gender and identity. Watch and make notes. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ueOqYebVhtc 
 

 

6 Magazine 
industry: 
Comp 2  
exam 

Magazine research and analysis 
A. Buy or borrow a magazine of any genre. Look through the magazine in 

detail to understand the conventions of magazines, the types of 
articles they print and how they might appeal to their target 
audience. 

B. Then, read this Eduqas document and make notes on the magazine 
industry. Complete the suggested tasks in the document. 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-
17/16-17_1-32/pdf/_eng/unit1/overview-of-the-industry.pdf 
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7 Key 
theorist 

Watch Mrs Fisher on YouTube to understand media theory: 
Mrs Fisher is a Media Studies teacher who creates videos to support the 
learning of the Eduqas A Level. Watch her video on theorist Vladimir Propp 
and answer the following in your notes: 

- Think of a film or TV show. List out the characters that fit Propp’s 
character types. E.g. Who is the hero? Who is the helper? Why do 
they fit these roles? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vINP4yXsFI&list=PLm6BhMZgdGbBGcK-
GI2IGeXXVS8n4g4b6 
 
(You may also find MediaKnowall useful to help you understand this narrative 
theory further.) 
 

 

8 Television 
in the 
Global Age: 
Comp 2 
exam 

Watch the first episode of ‘Life on Mars’: 
For your Component 2 exam you will be studying the BBC programme ‘Life on 
Mars’ (2006). Watch the first episode (series 1, episode 1) and make notes on 
character and narrative. 
You can watch here on BBC iplayer for free: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0074scz/life-on-mars-series-1-
episode-1 
 
(At the time of writing, you can also access the episode via Netflix and 
YouTube. Email me if you have issues finding it.) 
 

 

9 Induction 
assignment 

Induction Assignment: 
Compare and contrast how effective two advertisements are in selling their 
products to the audience. Start by watching/ finding your adverts and 
research their background (e.g. who made them/when, etc.) See the 
instruction sheet and look up any terms or concepts you are unsure about. 
 

 

10 Induction 
assignment 

Induction Assignment:  
Start typing up your essay with analysis of one of the adverts, using the step-
by-step instructions to help you. Use full sentences in an essay style. 
 

 

11 Induction 
assignment 

Induction Assignment:  
Type up your second advert analysis. 
 
 

 

12 Induction 
assignment 

Induction Assignment:  
Finish your essay with a short comparison of the two adverts. You should aim 
to write 1000-1500 words overall. 
 

 

Additional 
tasks:(Optional) 

● Explore The Big Issue website and its content to understand the 
context of the magazine. You will study The Big Issue for your 
Component 2 exam. 
https://www.bigissue.com 
 

● Do a Google search to gather some of the UK newspaper covers from 
the coronavirus lockdown. Some of these will have big, bold and 
shocking headlines. What does this tell you about the media response 
to the pandemic? 
You may also find this website useful for looking at newspaper covers: 
https://www.thepaperboy.com/uk/ 

 

 

Additional Access digital resources from the exam board to help you understand the  
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Resources: course and set products for your exam: 
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=20&lvlId=
1 
 
Glossary of media terms to help your writing: 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2016-
17/gft/eduqas/mediastudies/AS%20media%20glossary.pdf 
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