
Hi Year 11, 
 
As teachers we have been asked to set induction work for Y11s thinking of taking our 
subjects at A Level next year.  
 
The tasks are in two categories, 1 – French Revolution and 2 – Stuarts, and then a, b, c and d 
within each category. It doesn’t matter which category you start with, and you’re welcome 
to go from French Rev to Stuarts and then back again, but I would stick with the a, b, c, d 
order within the categories, otherwise I think you’ll get confused.  
 
Remember we've been told to set hours of work to keep you busy, so don't feel overwhelmed 
by it, work through at your own pace over the next few months. It's a mixture of reading / 
listening / watching / writing and is meant to be interesting – it is however lots of new 
content, so feel free to email me with questions. 
 
You can complete this work on a computer or hand write it (or a combination of the two). 
You must bring tasks 1a, 1b, 1c, 2a, 2b and 2c completed in full when we return in 
September. The wider reading for tasks 1d and 2d will depend on how far you got and which 
bits you chose to focus on, but we will expect to see work completed for this.  
 
Miss Hurley  
 
The French Revolution 

1a. 

Consolidation work for the French Revolution  

At GCSE you studied the reign of Elizabeth I (1558 – 1603) and Weimar and Nazi Germany 
(1919 – 1939). Though these courses were totally different they were actually both about 
one big theme; power. Who has it and what do they do with it? How does that affect 
religion? Foreign policy? The economy? And so on.  

However, as you (hopefully) will have noticed there were massive differences in the way 
power was organised in Elizabethan England and the way it was organised in twentieth 
century Germany. Now part of the reason for that is time and geography – they are two 
historical periods which were about 350 years apart and in two very different countries. But, 
another big part of the reason why there were such big differences between the 
organisation of power in the two systems, is because of … the French Revolution. 

The French Revolution began properly in 1789 and it transformed Europe and the way 
power worked across the continent. It destroyed the idea that the monarch was appointed 
by God. It introduced the idea that it is ‘the people’ who create ‘the nation’. It basically 
invented the idea that there is ‘a nation’, as opposed to a load of people who do whatever 
their monarch tells them to do. It’s a very, very big deal.  



So, before we get into the detail of how the French Revolution began, we’re going to review 
what you already know about European systems of power. 
 

 Elizabethan 
England (1558 – 
1603) 

Weimar Germany 
(1919 – 1933) 

Nazi Germany  
(1933 – 1945) 

Who has the 
power? 

   

How would you 
describe this 
system?  

Monarchy Democracy  Dictatorship 

What role do the 
people play in 
making 
decisions? 

   

What are the 
biggest problems 
facing those in 
power? 

   

 
 
1b.  
 
Induction lesson 
 
See documents 2 and 3. 
 
1c.  
 
Year 12 History induction assignment 
 
You must; 
 

1. Read the ‘Bitesize summary of French Revolution’.  



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpwp34j/revision/5 
 

2. Use the article and online research to create definitions of the following key terms;  

 An ‘absolutist monarch’ 

 A dictatorship 

 The feudal system 

 The Ancien Regime 

 The Estates General 

 Taxes 

 Cahiers 

 The mob 

 The Terror  
 
Each definition should be no more than two sentences.  
 

3. Download episode 3.1 and 3.2 of the ‘Revolutions’ podcast on either Spotify or the 
Podcast app on your phone. If you cannot do that you can listen here  
https://www.revolutionspodcast.com/2014/07/31-the-three-estates-.html . While 
listening to the two episodes create detailed notes explaining why the Ancien 
Regime would be unpopular with the majority of the French people.  

 
4. Read scanned document 4. Use this text and your notes from the podcast to plan 

and answer the following question; 
 

Which of the following was of greater importance in causing the unpopularity of the Ancien 
Regime? 

 Economic problems 

 The absolutist system  
(10 marks) 
 
You will need to write one paragraph for each factor explaining why it would result in the 
unpopularity of the Ancien Regime. You then need to write a conclusion explaining which of 
the factors was most important. You do not need to go beyond the suggested factors and 
should write three paragraphs in total.  
 
For our first lesson in September you will need; 
 

1. The definitions of the key terms  
2. Notes on the two podcast episodes  
3. The completed 10 mark question  

 
1d.  
Wider research  
 
Aim to complete as much as possible before September – start with the recommendations 
which sound most interesting to you.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zpwp34j/revision/5
https://www.revolutionspodcast.com/2014/07/31-the-three-estates-.html


Listen 

 Continue listening to the ‘Revolutions’ podcasts – you should aim to at least get to 
episode 3.6 but the more episodes you listen to the easier the course will be in 
September  

 Activity; listen to each episode and focus on following the story – this goes into much 
more detail than our course, so don’t panic. As you listen google and record the 
names of the key individuals mentioned so you become familiar with the big names 
in our course.  

 

 In Our Time; Marie Antoinette 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000117y 

 In Our Time; The French Revolution's reign of terror 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003k9cf 

 In Our Time; The French Revolution's Legacy 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00547gg 

 Activity; listen to each episode (in the order suggested) and take notes on what the 
historical debate is about each of these topics. What is it that historians have 
disagreed about? 

 
Watch 

 ‘Marie Antoinette’, 2003 - this film is a bit trashy, and not especially historically 
accurate, but it gives a good idea of why the monarchy would become so 
unpopular, and is good fun  

 Activity; write a paragraph explaining why you think Marie Antoinette specifically 
became so unpopular. You might want to think about the Marie Antoinette 
podcast episode and mention the problems of gender, her being from Austria and 
the mistakes she made  

 
Read  

 ‘A Tale of Two Cities’, Charles Dickens – this is no more difficult to read than ‘A 
Christmas Carol’, a much more exciting story (in my view), and gives a really good 
perspective on how the French Revolution was viewed in other European countries  

 Activity; read https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/tale-of-two-cities 
and write two paragraphs describing why this book could be useful to historians, and 
why we should be careful using it to find out about the French Revolution.  

 
If you still want more… 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pXxoyk5wOo – The History Channel 
documentary: 1hr 30min 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bTQv9ESk2c - BBC The French Revolution - 
Tearing Up History: 1hr 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTTvKwCylFY  - The French Revolution: 
Crash Course World History: 12mins 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1_2NwmIobU - French Revolution in 9 
Minutes: 9mins 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000117y
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003k9cf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00547gg
https://www.shmoop.com/study-guides/literature/tale-of-two-cities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5pXxoyk5wOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bTQv9ESk2c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lTTvKwCylFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1_2NwmIobU


 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBn7iWzrKoI - What caused the French 
Revolution? - Tom Mullaney: 5.38mins 

 http://www.history.com/topics/french-revolution/videos/the-french-revolution - 
various 

 
The Stuarts 
 
2a.  

Consolidation work for The Stuarts  

At GCSE you studied ‘Early Elizabethan England 1558 – 1588’. Elizabeth reigned until 1603, 
and when she died was replaced by James VI of Scotland, the son of Mary Queen of Scots, 
and became James I of England.  

The England he ruled was very similar to Elizabeth’s so can you please use document 5 
attached to answer the following questions; 

1. Create a table listing the differences between Catholic and Protestant forms of 
worship using p.10-11. 

2. Read p.12-13. Describe the roles of the monarch, the nobles and the gentry in 
Elizabethan government.  

3. Read p.22-23. Explain whether France, Scotland or Spain was the greater threat to 
England in 1558. 

2b. 

Stuart Britain induction lesson 

Read the document 6 “An Introduction to Stuart Britain 1603-1714” and answer the 
following questions. 

1. The Issue Question on page 6 
2. The Issue Question on page 9 
3. Using page 12 answer “Why would these developments encourage religious 

confusion and division in England?” 
4. Define the meaning if Calvinist, Puritan, Presbyterian and Anglican 
5. The Issue Question on page 15 
6. How did the structure of government outlined in figure 8 on page 19 concentrate 

power into the hands of the king? 

2c. 

Induction assignment 
 

1. Read the document 7 attached. Take notes on the arguments being made and any 
questions you have.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PBn7iWzrKoI
http://www.history.com/topics/french-revolution/videos/the-french-revolution


2. Use your notes to complete the following question; To what extent was James I 
responsible for his financial problems? Aim to write a more detailed and evaluative 
version of the 16m Elizabeth and Medicine questions you did at GCSE. Your answer 
should include an introduction, at least four paragraphs and a conclusion.  

 
2d. 
 
Wider research  
 
Aim to complete as much as possible before September – start with the recommendations 
which sound most interesting to you.  
 
You must 
 
Read  

 Documents 8 and 9 

 Activity; read each document. Take notes on the arguments being made and any 
questions you have.   

 
You can then 
 
Read  

 Marston Moor https://www.britishbattles.com/english-civil-war/battle-of-marston-
moor/ 

 Naseby https://www.britishbattles.com/english-civil-war/battle-of-naseby/ 

 Activity; read about these two crucial battles in the Civil War. Summarise who won 
each battle, how, and why it was important for the course of the Civil War  

 
Listen 

 In Our Time; 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00kpzd6 - Trial of Charles I 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01rw1k7 - Putney Debates 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00547bx - Restoration 

 Activity; listen to each episode (in the order suggested) and take notes on what the 
historical debate is about each of these topics. What is it that historians have 
disagreed about? 

 

 Download episode 1.1 of the ‘Revolutions’ podcast on either Spotify or the Podcast 
app on your phone. If you cannot do that you can listen here 
https://www.revolutionspodcast.com/2013/09/001-the-kingdoms-of-charles-
stuart.html 

 The more episodes you listen to the easier the course will be in September, there are 
16 episodes covering up to the Restoration and the end of your course  

 Activity; listen to each episode and focus on following the story. As you listen google 
and record the names of the key individuals mentioned so you become familiar with 
the big names in our course.  

https://www.britishbattles.com/english-civil-war/battle-of-marston-moor/
https://www.britishbattles.com/english-civil-war/battle-of-marston-moor/
https://www.britishbattles.com/english-civil-war/battle-of-naseby/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00kpzd6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01rw1k7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00547bx
https://www.revolutionspodcast.com/2013/09/001-the-kingdoms-of-charles-stuart.html
https://www.revolutionspodcast.com/2013/09/001-the-kingdoms-of-charles-stuart.html

