
For each of the following images you need to try to make a link to any topics 
that you studied at GCSE. It links because… 



A Level Geography Content Assessment 

Physical Geography 

1. Water and carbon cycles  

2. Coastal systems and landscapes  

3. Hazards 

Physical geography  

Written exam 21/2 hours,  

96 marks,  

40% of A level 

Human Geography  

1. Global systems and global governance  

2. Changing places  

3. Contemporary urban environments 

Physical geography  

Written exam 21/2 hours,  

96 marks,  

40% of A level 

Geography Investigation and skills   

Fieldwork and skills (Non-Examined 

Assessment – NEA) 

Geographical investigation  

3-4,000 words,  

35 marks, 20% of A– level  

Marked by teachers and 

moderated by AQA  

 



What's assessed… 
You complete an individual investigation which must include data collected in Swanage. The 
individual investigation must be based on a question or issue defined and developed by the 
student relating to any part of the specification content.  

How it's assessed… 
3000-4000 words  
60 marks  20% of A-level 



•A Level is intense  
•Twice as challenging as GCSE 
• “I like the independence we are given. It’s really 
interesting and manageable if you learn as you go 
along”  
•New exciting topics  
•Engagement with topics! Be interested!  
• Independent learning essential  
•Reading and literacy  
•Field trips and data collection  



• From each teacher, each week you will be given 3 pieces of 
prep to complete = 2/3 hours  

 

• Consolidation 

• Prep 

• Extension/further reading 



 
Starter: What do you know? Label the two diagrams 
(questions 1 and 2 on your woksheet). See what you can do 
without checking the answers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water and Carbon Cycles is the first physical geography topic that you will study in 
year 12. Please read through the slides and attempt the activities as you go along. 
The purpose is to introduce some of the topics we will look at and show how these 

link to what you have already covered at GCSE. 



This is a flood hydrograph. Look back at your GCSE 
work if necessary and produce some definitions for 
the key words listed in question 3. 

Cumecs 

Peak 
Discharge  

Storm Flow 

Baseflow 
Hours 

Peak 
Rainfall 

Lag time 

Rising 
Limb 

Falling 
Limb 



Factor  
 
 
 

Area Small Basin Large Basin 

Shape Circular Basin Elongated Basin 

Slope Steep slope Gentle Slope 

Rock Type Impermeable Permeable 

Soil Thin soils 
Impermeable soils 

Thick Soils 
permeable soils 

Land Use Urban Vegetated 

Drainage Density High Drainage density Low Drainage density 

Ppn/Temperature Intense rain 
Low temperatures 

Prolonged Rain 
High temperatures 

We tend to see different flood hydrographs in differing drainage basins. Read 
through these differences and recap why these factors can influence the 
shapes of flood hydrographs 



Read through the factors 
listed in question 4 and 
decide which would cause 
a flood hydrograph to look 
like the blue line and which 
would cause it to look like 
the green line 



Answers 
Compare the answers with what you 

have written – if there is anything that 
you weren't sure of, please revisit  



Terms – Diagram 1 

• Tributary 

• Confluence 

• Estuary 

• Mouth 

• Source 

• Watershed 

• Drainage Basin 

• Sea 



Terms – Diagram 2 

• Evaporation 

• Clouds move inland 

• Condensation 

• Overland Flow/ Surface Runoff 

• Throughflow 

• Groundwater Flow 

 Infiltration 

 Interception 

 Percolation 

 Stemflow 

 Transpiration 

 Precipitation 

 



Green or Blue Hydrograph- Answers 

1.Heavy rainstorm 

2.Tree-lined river banks 

3.Small drainage basin 

4.Impermeable rock 

5.Saturated soil 

6.Steep sloping valley sides 

7.Ploughed land in autumn 

8.River system A 

9. Large drainage basin 

10.Downstream from extraction 

11.River system B 

12.Dry soil 

13.Urbanised area 

14.Gentle slopes 

15.Rural area 

 



Video clip: 5 mins 15 secs https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT2D-6-7kSk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT2D-6-7kSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT2D-6-7kSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT2D-6-7kSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT2D-6-7kSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wT2D-6-7kSk


Task 1 on sheet:  
Write your own draft definition or key words 
to describe what Globalisation means. 

 
Task 2 on sheet:  
Rearrange the statements to make a more 
detailed definition. 



Globalisation is the process of increasing [8] the 
connectivity and interdependence of the world’s 
markets and businesses [2]. This process has 
speeded up dramatically [1] in the last two decades 
[3] as technological  advances make it easier for 
people [5] to travel, communicate and do business 
internationally [6] .  
In general, as economies become more connected to 
other economies [4], they have increased [9] 
opportunity but also increased competition [7]. 
 

                            8,2,1,3,5,6,4,9,7 



Task 3 on sheet.  
 

• Use slides 18 - 23 to answer the following questions on your 
worksheet: 
 

1. What is Globalisation?  
2. Reasons for Globalisation. 
3. The Positive Impacts of Globalisation. 
4. The Negative Impacts of Globalisation. 
 

 

• SUMMARISE - do not copy word for word! 
 

•   Now write down at least one question about something you 
would like to find out more about globalisation. 



1. What is Globalisation? 
Globalisation is the process by which the world is becoming increasingly 
interconnected as a result of massively increased trade and cultural 
exchange. Globalisation has increased the production of goods and 
services.  
The biggest companies are no longer national firms but multinational 
corporations with subsidiaries in many countries.  
Globalisation has been taking place for hundreds of years, but has speeded 
up enormously over the last half-century. 
 
Globalisation has resulted in: 
·increased international trade  
·a company operating in more than one country  
·greater dependence on the global economy  
·freer movement of capital, goods, and services  
·recognition of companies such as McDonalds and Starbucks in LEDCs. 
 
Although globalisation is probably helping to create more wealth in 
developing countries - it is not helping to close the gap between the 
world's poorest countries and the world's richest. 
 



2. Reasons for globalisation 
There are several key factors which have influenced the process of 
globalisation: 
 
• Improvements in transportation - larger cargo ships mean that the cost 

of transporting goods between countries has decreased. Economies of 
scale mean the cost per item can reduce when operating on a larger 
scale. Transport improvements also mean that goods and people can 
travel more quickly.  
 

• Freedom of trade - organisations like the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) promote free trade between countries, which help to remove 
barriers between countries.  
 

• Improvements of communications - the internet and mobile technology 
has allowed greater communication between people in different 
countries.  
 

• Labour availability and skills - countries such as India have lower 
labour costs (about a third of that of the UK) and also high skill levels. 
Labour intensive industries such as clothing can take advantage of 
cheaper labour costs and reduced legal restrictions in LEDCs. 



3. Positive Impacts of Globalisation 
Globalisation is having a dramatic effect (for good or ill) on world 
economies and on people's lives. 
Some of the positive impacts are: 
• TNCs help countries by providing new jobs and skills for local people.  

 
• TNCs bring wealth and foreign currency to local economies when they 

buy local resources, products and services. The extra money created 
by this investment can be spent on education, health and 
infrastructure.  
 

• The sharing of ideas, experiences and lifestyles of people and cultures. 
People can experience foods and other products not previously 
available in their countries.  
 

• Globalisation increases awareness of events in far-away parts of the 
world. For example, the UK was quickly made aware of the 2004 
tsunami tidal wave and sent help rapidly in response.  
 

• Globalisation may help to make people more aware of global issues such 
as deforestation and global warming - and alert them to the need for 
sustainable development. 



3. Transnational Corporations (TNCs) 
Globalisation has resulted in many businesses setting up or buying 
operations in other countries. When a foreign company invests in a country, 
perhaps by building a factory or a shop, this is called inward investment. 
Companies that operate in several countries are called multinational 
corporations (MNCs) or transnational corporations (TNCs). The US fast-
food chain McDonald's is a large MNC - it has nearly 30,000 restaurants in 
119 countries. 
 
The majority of TNCs come from MEDCs such as the US and UK. Many 
multinational corporations invest in other MEDCs. The US car company 
Ford, for example, makes large numbers of cars in the UK. However, TNCs 
also invest in LEDCs - for example, the British DIY store B&Q now has 
stores in China. 
 
Factors attracting TNCs to a country may include: 
• cheap raw materials  
• cheap labour supply  
• good transport  
• access to markets where the goods are sold  
• friendly government policies 



4. Negative Impacts (costs) of Globalisation 
Critics include groups such as environmentalists, anti-poverty campaigners and 
trade unionists. 
 
Some of the negative impacts include: 
• Globalisation operates mostly in the interests of the richest countries, which 

continue to dominate world trade at the  
• expense of developing countries. The role of LEDCs in the world market is mostly 

to provide the North and West with cheap labour and raw materials.  
 

• There are no guarantees that the wealth from inward investment will benefit the 
local community. Often, profits are sent back to the MEDC where the TNC is 
based. Transnational companies, with their massive economies of scale, may drive 
local companies out of business. If it becomes cheaper to operate in another 
country, the TNC might close down the factory and make local people 
redundant.  

 

• An absence of strictly enforced international laws means that TNCs may operate 
in LEDCs in a way that would not be allowed in an MEDC. They may pollute the 
environment, run risks with safety or impose poor working conditions and low 
wages on local workers. 

 



4. Negative Impacts (costs) of Globalisation  

 

• Globalisation is viewed by many as a threat to the world's cultural 
diversity. It is feared it might drown out local economies, traditions and 
languages and simply re-cast the whole world in the mould of the 
capitalist North and West. An example of this is that a Hollywood film 
is far more likely to be successful worldwide than one made in India or 
China, which also have thriving film industries.  

 

• Industry may begin to thrive in LEDCs at the expense of jobs in 
manufacturing in the UK and other MEDCs, especially in textiles. 



Task 4: How global are you? 

1. Draw your clothes and accessories on the person on the 
sheet and label with the country each come from to see how 
global you are! 

2. On a post-it note write  
D  = Designed   
M = Manufactured    
A  = Assembled 
and stick onto country it 
relates to.  



What is globalisation?  

• The term ‘globalisation’ has been used since the 1990s.   

 

• The International Monetary Fund (IMF) defines it as ‘the 
growing economic interdependence of countries worldwide 
through increasing volume and variety of cross border 
transactions in goods and services, freer international capital 
flows, and more rapid  and widespread diffusion of 
technology.’   

 

• So really it is about how people, their cultures, money, goods 
and information are transferred between countries so that 
places and people are becoming more closely linked.   

Additional notes: 



         Task 5:  Globalisation ideas? 
 

Read through the question and write down your initial thoughts 
regarding themes/ impacts/issues that the question raises. 

Write a short summary of your ideas. 

1. National economies are becoming more integrated into 
a single global economy? 

2. Actions and decisions in one part of the world have 
knock on effects in other parts of the world? 

3. The spread and development of technology has fuelled 
the interdependency? 

4. Environmental implications? 
5. The world is becoming very similar politically with 

democracy, freedom and free trade?  
6. Cultural globalisation – western cultural norms are 

spreading to other parts of the world? 
7. Demographic (population) globalisation – increasing 

migration/movement of people means the greater 
mixing of ethnicity? 

 
 

 



How many of the words below can you link together? 
Challenge – can you link them all?! 



•Water & Carbon Cycles – complete an exam 
paper  
•Globalisaton – research based essay task 
• Include specific facts 
•Write in PEEL paragraphs 
• Include conclusion 

•Due first lesson back 


