
 

 

  

To prepare for the Water & Carbon Cycles topic you need to complete the exam paper in this pack. Before you 

this, read and make notes on the articles and documentaries in the below list. I expect 1 page of notes on each 

article and documentary. Put this into a folder and bring to each lesson. 

Geofile 542: https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Water-and-

Carbon-Cycles/Hydrographs.pdf  

Geofactsheet 83: http://mrbgeographyib.mrbgeography.com/files/83%20storm%20hydrograph.pdf 

Climate Change – the facts: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00049b1 

Chasing Coral - https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80168188 

A Vision of the World In 2040 - BBC Click - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-2q6sAZ-R8I (if you can track this 

film down somewhere it would be good to watch the whole thing!) 

Before the Flood - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbEnOYtsXHA 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjiooLtkafNAhXDJsAKHSObDmwQjRwIBw&url=http://mrskerry.weebly.com/water-cycle.html&psig=AFQjCNEXSAEnH5eeYlV-BiG_YuM9n-zcdg&ust=1465980698029572
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Water-and-Carbon-Cycles/Hydrographs.pdf
https://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Water-and-Carbon-Cycles/Hydrographs.pdf
http://mrbgeographyib.mrbgeography.com/files/83%20storm%20hydrograph.pdf
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1. Study Figure 1.  Name the stores labelled A and B and the flows labelled C and D 

Store A………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Store B………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Flow C ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Flow D ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. State and explain two ways in which physical factors such as plants, soil and geology could affect the flows 

below the surface in the hydrological cycle shown. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… (4) 



3. Explain how afforestation could affect the flows and stores of water in a drainage basin. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… (8) 

 

 

4. What is meant by the term drainage basin  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………(2) 

 

  



5. Annotate the drainage basin below (5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Describe and explain the relationship shown in the graph below  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… (4) 



7. The river labelled X has a low discharge for the size of basin.  State and explain two possible reasons for its 

relatively low discharge  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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8. Study figure 2 which shows a storm hydrograph.  Describe the shape of the hydrograph. 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… (4) 

9. The graph below shows the monthly rainfall and discharge for a drainage basin during one year. 

a. Describe the pattern of discharge through the year. 
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b. Suggest how the monthly rainfall may have influenced the pattern of discharge. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………(4) 

 

10. With reference to one or more examples describe and explain the different ways in which human activities 

can influence river discharge. 
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Geography A-Level Globalisation Summer Research Activity 

The aim of this activity is to encourage you to think about some of the issues surrounding globalisation. 
The term is widely used but appears to be a relatively new one; it does not appear in many of the common 
textbooks at this level, for example, but it is an issue that is causing increasing interest. In many respects, it 
is an extension of the micro issues surrounding the operation of markets and the capitalist system. Instead 
of the problems of monopoly power, pollution, exploitation and the like being a focus of one country in 
which the business is operating, the global nature of business these days means that the impact of the 
business' activities are felt by increasing numbers across the planet. 

It is difficult to find a clear definition of the term 'globalisation' but it is clear that it is associated with 
particular characteristics; the following is a list of some of those characteristics: 

 Growth in technology  
 Capitalist or market economic systems  
 Corporate expansion  
 Trade issues  
 Poverty and inequality  
 Impact on the environment  
 Communication  
 Brand expansion and recognition  

Each of these is important in its own right, but in their wake they bring other problems. There are many in 
the world that believe that the benefits of increasing global economic growth are being outweighed by the 
costs. The gap between the 'haves' and 'have-nots', for example, is an important source of frustration and 
disenchantment. The gap is made all the more obvious because of the spread of global mass 
communication. 

Such a situation invariably results in some form of violent response. The root of much terrorist activity can 
be traced to the problems facing those who are often living in abject poverty with little or no hope of 
improvement in their lives. Solve the problems of unemployment, inequality and poverty and terrorism 
and crime would be reduced considerably, so the argument goes. 

Globalisation - all bad? 

 
 
The 'haves' - pollution from the USA 

impacts on the rest of the planet yet 

the Bush administration pulled out 

from the international Kyoto protocol 

on climate change. © Photolibrary 

Group 

 
 

The 'have nots'. Hunting for scraps 

© Photolibrary Group 

 
 

The consequences? - Disorder, 

struggle and violence, some say. © 

Sufi Nawaz, Stock.Xchng 

 



The images on the previous page tend to give the impression that globalisation is a negative development. 
Like all things in economics, it will have its positive benefits as well as its costs. The purpose of the Activity 
is for you to research the extent to which we can identify the costs and benefits of globalisation and to 
arrive at a judgment about how globalisation should be managed - if indeed it is possible to do so? 

 

Research Question:  To what extent do the benefits of globalisation outweigh the costs of 

globalisation (20 marks)   
 

Your task is to answer this question by researching: 

 the costs (disadvantages) of globalisation 

 the benefits (advantages) of globalisation 

 ways of reducing/managing the negative impacts of globalisation 

Use this research to write a 1000 word report on the advantages and disadvantages of globalisation and 
on how globalisation should or can be 'managed'. The intention of the report is to get you to write a 
concise summary of the key issues facing the planet as globalisation takes a further hold. You will need to 
do additional independent research on ways to manage the negative effects of globalisation. You will be 
raising the key issues that face the authorities rather than providing any form of definitive answer. For 
example, you may feel that a key way of solving many of the problems is to further extend the movement 
towards freeing up trade. At this level, how that may be done is another matter!  

Structure: You should be aiming to have an introduction, 4 paragraphs which should be written in point, 
evidence, explain, link and evaluate and a then a conclusion with your overall opinion. Pay close attention 
to the mark scheme attached. This will be what I am looking for what I am marking your work.  

The activity will utilise your research skills, your ability to select and synthesise information effectively and 
your ability to present a coherent and well-argued case. The links below give you some initial starting 
points for your research. Remember: do not get caught out by finding too much information and then not 
being able to do anything effective with it! 

Useful websites/articles: 

 Series of articles by John Pilger on globalisation (http://www.johnpilger.com/page.asp?partid=297)  
 Globalisation - BBC World Service guide (http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/programmes/globalisation/)  
 What is globalisation? - Guardian special report 

(http://www.guardian.co.uk/globalisation/story/0,7369,823274,00.html)  
 Globalisation Guide - developed especially for students by an Australian organisation 

(http://www.globalisationguide.org)  
 The Whirled Bank - spoof site of the World Bank (http://www.whirledbank.org)  
 Articles from The Economist (http://www.economist.com/search/search.cfm?qr=globalisation&area=5)  
 Globalization - from the World Bank Web site (http://www1.worldbank.org/economicpolicy/globalization/)  
 How to manage globalisation:  www.caledonia.org.uk/papers/Globalisation.doc 
 http://ifsw.org/policies/globalisation-and-the-environment/ 
 Look at national newspapers to find up to date articles. 
 Range of Geo FactSheets attached:  

1. Measuring Globalisation 
2. The Challenge of Globalisation 

http://www.johnpilger.com/page.asp?partid=297
http://www.johnpilger.com/page.asp?partid=297
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/programmes/globalisation/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/programmes/globalisation/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/globalisation/story/0,7369,823274,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/globalisation/story/0,7369,823274,00.html
http://www.globalisationguide.org/
http://www.globalisationguide.org/
http://www.whirledbank.org/
http://www.whirledbank.org/
http://www.economist.com/search/search.cfm?qr=globalisation&area=5
http://www.economist.com/search/search.cfm?qr=globalisation&area=5
http://www1.worldbank.org/economicpolicy/globalization/
http://www1.worldbank.org/economicpolicy/globalization/
http://www.caledonia.org.uk/papers/Globalisation.doc


Remember when you look at these sources that you should not necessarily believe everything you read - 
remember the distinction between positive and normative economics. Be prepared to question what you 
read! 

I would expect you to make 1 PAGE of summary notes on every article you read- this is variable based on 
length. You then should bring this to the lesson along with the essay you have written. You should read a 
minimum of 7 articles to help you write this essay.  

Documentaries to watch:  

 American Factory (2019) on Netflix.  

 The New Rulers of the World (2014) https://vimeo.com/16366422 

 My Fairtrade Journey https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_KjYeBBgdU 

 Seven World’s One Planet: Antarctic https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m0009tt8 (this is a case 

study we will study. Think about how this might link to globalisation!) 

 

I would expect you to make 1 PAGE of notes on every documentary you watch. You then should bring this 
to the lesson along with the essay you have written. You should aim to watch all of these during the time 
between now and September.  

 

Bring your report to the first lesson in September.  We will hold a group debate on the arguments for 
and against globalisation and whether the benefits of globalisation outweigh the costs of globalisation. 
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Mark Scheme 

 

 

 

Assessment criteria 

(AO2) 

Level 4 

16-20 (mid 18) 

Level 3 

11-15 (mid 

13) 

Level 2 

6-10 (mid 8) 

Level 1 

1- 5 (mid 3) 

Evaluative 

conclusion – 

applied to the 

context of the 

question 

Detailed, rational 

and firmly based 

on knowledge 

and 

understanding 

Clear and 

based on 

knowledge 

and 

understanding 

Some sense 

partially 

based on 

knowledge 

and 

understanding 

Very limited 

and/or 

unsupported 

loosely based 

on knowledge 

and 

understanding 

Analysis and 

evaluation in the 

application of 

knowledge and 

understanding  

Detailed, 

coherent and 

relevant 

Generally 

clear, 

coherent and 

relevant 

Some partially 

relevant 

Very limited. 

Lacks clarity 

and coherence 

Links between 

knowledge and 

understanding in 

different contexts  

Full evidence Generally 

clear evidence 

Some 

evidence 

Very limited 

and rarely 

logical 

evidence 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

place and 

environments  

Detailed, highly 

relevant and 

appropriate 

throughout 

Generally 

clear and 

relevant 

Some/partial 

relevance 

Very limited 

Knowledge and 

understanding of 

concepts and 

processes 

Full and accurate 

throughout 

Generally 

clear and 

accurate 

Some Isolated 

Awareness of and 

integration of scale 

and temporal 

change  

Detailed and 

well-integrated 

Generally 

clear and 

integrated 

Some which is 

sometimes 

integrated. 

Some 

inaccuracy 

Very limited 

which is rarely 

integrated. A 

number of 

inaccuracies 



Total:  20 marks 

Level 1: 

 Limited understanding of the concept of globalisation.  

 Likely to be a non-existent definition. 

 Will only consider one side of the argument.  

 Conclusion is likely to be very basic and not consider the complexity of the question.  

 It is likely to be unsupported with evidence and loosely based on knowledge and understanding of the topic.  

 Quite a generic response, which could apply to anywhere.  

 No attempt to address the ‘to what extent’ aspect of the question.  

Level 2: 

 Some basic understanding of the concept of globalisation 

 Basic definition of globalisation 

 Basic explanation of the benefits and costs  

 Will consider both sides of the argument.  

 Conclusion is likely to show more than one point of view and will start to show some understanding of the 

complexity of the question.  

 There will be some basic evidence to support the points made which apply to the named example.  

 Some attempt to address the ‘to what extent’ aspect of the question. 

 

Level 3: 

 Clear understanding of the concept of globalisation 

 Clear definition of globalisation  

 Clear explanations of the impacts of globalisation in both positive and negative ways 

 Conclusion shows a range of viewpoints and a clear understanding of the complexity of the question 

 Clearly supported with case study evidence that can be clearly attributed to the named example 

 Clearly addresses the ‘to what extent’ aspect of the question. 

Level 4: 

 Detailed understanding of the concept of globalisation   

 Detailed explanations of the impacts. This will consider a range of positive and negative ways in which this 

may happen. 

 Conclusion will show a wide range of viewpoints 

 Supported with detailed use of case study facts and evidence 

 A detailed and thorough understanding of the complexity of the question 

 Fully addresses the ‘to what extent’ aspect of the question.  

 

 

 

 

 


