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In order for you to be well prepared for your A Level in English Literature, you will need to read as 

much as you can between now and September.  One of the key differences between GCSE and A 

Level is the depth of critical thinking you need in order to develop detailed literary essays.  We will 

help you through the process of understanding the writers’ craft and developing an analytical essay 

style once the course gets underway, but for now we want you to explore lots of different texts and 

to start thinking and reflecting on what you read. 

The guidance set out below provides you with very clear advice on how to go about this task - 

however, one of the significant purposes of this exercise is to prompt you to be inquisitive and to ask 

questions; therefore, use your initiative and creativity. 

Task details 

 Attempt to undertake 2-3 tasks (some are longer than others) and keep a reading journal to 

reflect your thoughts and findings.  This reading journal will be shared with your teachers in 

September.  You can be as creative as you like with this – art work, photographic evidence, 

mind maps, creative writing or even an audio diary would all be valid ways of recording your 

journey. 

 

 Your main priority is the Induction Task (separate from this document) – these tasks are 

optional, but would definitely help prepare you for the A Level course.  The priority is 

engaging with the reading and providing some sort of response to each area of the course as 

outlined below. 

 

 If you only do one of the tasks, that is better than nothing!  What is important is that you are 

engaging with different forms of literature, and starting to write down some of your own 

responses. 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.freeartstutor.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/book-drawing-lessons-0005.jpg


1) Books on TV 
 

 Watch (or think back to) a film or TV adaptation of a novel you know, for example Northern 

Lights, Noughts and Crosses, Emma, David Copperfield, Sherlock Holmes, Agatha 
Christie. 
 

 (See BBC iPlayer for freely available dramas; Netflix and Amazon Prime have a wide selection 
if you have a subscription. Some complete dramas are also available on YouTube). 
 

 Read Jenny Grahame’s article for MediaMagazine about the recent adaptation of David 

Copperfield in the ‘emagazine Resource Pack’. (Like emagazine, MediaMagazine is a 
magazine for A Level students – but for those studying Media or Film.) 
 

 Write your own review of the adaptation you have watched. 
 
 

Your own adaptation 
 

 Now write a pitch for a different novel you think would make a great film or film adaptation.   
Explain why and how you would approach it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2) Watch an online play 
 
Why not watch a play online? 
 
Here are some of the places you can watch theatre online. 
 
Students working at home are now able to access the National Theatre’s on-demand site for free – 
please ask your teacher to sign up or send you your school logins. 
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learning/schools/secondary-and-fe/on-demand-in-schools  
 
Digital Theatre also offers a wide range of plays to watch on-demand (including from the Royal 
Shakespeare Company). Although this is a subscription site, some of their plays are available on their 
YouTube site. They are also currently offering a 30-day free trial. 
https://www.youtube.com/user/digitaltheatre  
https://www.digitaltheatre.com/consumer/productions  
 
Shakespeare’s Globe also has a wide range of plays which can be rented or bought at 
https://globeplayer.tv/all  
 
A Shakespeare play 

 Choose a Shakespeare play you have never studied before. 

 Watch the play online. (If you can arrange to watch the same play at the same time as one of 
your classmates, have an interval break in the middle, so that you can chat about it.) 

 Record a 2-minute review of it to send to your teacher. 
(Watch a second play if you want to!) 

 On a different day, watch the Shakespeare play you studied for GCSE. What difference does 
it make to the experience of watching it to have already studied it? What difference does 
watching it make to your understanding? 

 
You can see examples of this sort of discussion on the following websites (all are freely accessible): 
 
1. National Theatre YouTube channel 
http://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJgBmjHpqgs7citDojiasj-nMABL_DXku 
 
2. National Theatre podcasts 
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/nt-talks/id486761654?mt=2 
 
3. Young Vic 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqth0oZ0oHJJYftVHd2ZHwaKQ_shhRGhf 
 
4. Shakespeare’s Globe 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjz6LNDQOWaCkQegAHxyo2g 
 
5. RSC 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjz6LNDQOWaCkQegAHxyo2g 
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3) Take a risk with your reading 
 
What sort of books do you usually read for pleasure? If you always read the same sort of novel 
or the same author or have got stuck in a rut of not knowing what next to read, why not try to 
read something completely different? Always read novels? Why not try a graphic novel? Always 
read horror? Why not try a novel written in verse? 
 
How to find your new read: 

 
 Look at EMC’s list of great 21st-century reads for 6th formers. 

(https://www.englishandmedia.co.uk/blog/50-great-21st-century-novels-for-6thformers) 
 

 Ask friends. Ask the people you know have really different tastes to you. 
 

 Follow writers, book clubs and book podcasts on Instagram, Facebook and Twitter. 
 

 Read book reviews. 
 

 Look at lists of 100 best books, for example, the Guardian 100 Best Novels 
(https://www.theguardian.com/books/series/the-100-best-novels) and Guardian Best 
Books of the 21st Century (https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/sep/21/bestbooks- 
of-the-21st-century). 
 

 Read a book in translation (https:/www.theguardian.com/books/fiction-in-translation). 
 

 Write or record a review of your ‘out of your comfort zone read’. Share your review via the 
platform recommended and validated by your school. 
 

 Then take another risk with your reading. Keep being a risk taker! (What risk is there really? 
You don’t have to finish it if you hate it…). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4) Try Exploratory Writing 
 

 Choose a short text you have not studied before. This could be the opening of a novel, a 
poem, a scene from a play – it doesn’t matter what. (Some suggestions for where you can 
find extracts from different types of texts are suggested below.) 

 Read the text, without making notes. 

 Now write about it. Just write, in any way you want, almost as though you are having a 
conversation with yourself. Let your ideas develop and change, contradict yourself, ask 
questions - it’s up to you. The only rule is that you should write in full sentences, not notes 
or bullet points. 

 
For novels, poetry, non-fiction, drama 
Amazon’s ‘Look inside’ feature for a wide range of its book (search for a book, then click on ‘Look inside’) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk 
 
Short stories 
A Personal Anthology 
https://apersonalanthology.com/ 
 
Granta 
https://granta.com/discoveries-24/ 
 
New Yorker (limited number of articles/stories per month before subscribing) 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/fiction 
 
Electric Literature 
https://electricliterature.com/ 
 
Selected Shorts: Let Us Tell You Story 
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/selected-shorts/id253191824 
 
First chapters 
New York Times – First Chapters Archive 
https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/books/first/first-fiction.html 
 
Online poetry libraries 
Poetry Foundation 
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/ 
 
The Saturday Poem 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/series/saturdaypoem 
 
National Poetry Library 
https://www.nationalpoetrylibrary.org.uk/online-poetry/poems 
 
Poem Hunter 
https://www.poemhunter.com/ 
 
Poetry by Heart anthology 
https://www.poetrybyheart.org.uk/anthology/ 
 
Scottish Poetry Library 
https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/ 
 
Library of Congress Archive 
https://www.loc.gov/collections/archive-of-recorded-poetry-and-literature/about-this-collection/ 
 
https://poets.org/ 
https://poets.org/ 



5) Write a Poem in Response to a Poem 
 

A fun way really to get inside a poem is to write your own poem in response to it. There are some 
great examples of poems and critical commentaries by A Level students on EMC’s emagazine 

website. 
 

 Read two or three of the sequences (poem, poetic response, critical commentary). Reflect 
on (and, if you can, talk with a friend about) the different ways the students responded to 
the poems they read. What do their commentaries reveal about what they have learned? 

 

 Now it’s over to you. Begin by choosing the poem you’d like to respond to. It might be a 
poem you know well, a poem you like but feel you’ve never really got to grips with, a poem 
on a subject you are interested, a poem with a form that intrigues you. The choice is really 
up to you and you can always have a go at a different approach on another day. (To find 
your poem you browse the websites suggested on page 16.) 

 

 Read the poem several times – including out loud. Leave it to one side, let it live in your 
head, come back and read it again after you’ve mulled it over a bit. 
 

 Write your poem in response. If you need to try several different ways of writing it. 
Experiment with it, changing the line breaks, or the images. Read it out loud. Record it and 
listen back to it – what do you notice when you hear rather than see it. 
 

 When you are satisfied with your poetic response, read both poems. 
 

 Write a short critical commentary on the two poems, along the lines of the examples you 
read. 
 

 Create a visual and audio presentation of the two poems – the original and your response. 
Use your critical commentary as the starting point for a short introduction to the two 
poems.  
 

 Share your visual presentation and audio reading with your teacher/classmates, using the 
platform recommended and validated by your school. 


