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Criminology is the study of why individuals commit crimes. By understanding why crimes
are committed, we can develop ways to control crime or rehabilitate the criminal.

In Year 1 you will learn about how crime reporting affects the public perception of
criminality. You will realise how campaigns are used to elicit change and plan and design a
campaign for change relating to crime. You will understand social constructions, theories
and causes of criminality and a knowledge of the causes of policy change.

In Year 2 you will understand the process of criminal investigations, the prosecution of
suspects, and how to review criminal cases. You will learn about different processes of the
criminal justice system and the role of punishment and social control measures in the UK.

Overall, you will develop skills to research policy in practice, assess campaigns for changes
in awareness and examine information to review criminal cases.

WJEC Criminology Level 3 can be taken as a full course (Diploma) or short course
(Certificate). Throughout the two years you will complete two controlled assessments
(work 50%) and two examinations (worth 50%).

In Year 1, you will study the first controlled assessment module, Unit 1 (Changing
awareness of crime) and the first examination module, Unit 2 (Criminological theories).

In Year 2 you will study the second controlled assessment module, Unit 3 (Crime scene to
courtroom) and the second examination module, Unit 4 (Crime and Punishment).

The content of this booklet is designed to provide an introduction to the study of
Criminology. It will cover various topics, all designed to give you a taste of what this subject
has to offer and provides an excellent starting point for all the students looking to study
this qualification next academic year.

NOTE OF CAUTION 

Before reading further, please be aware that due the nature of Criminology, it covers
content that you might find upsetting. It will cover stories of abuse, murder, sex offenders
to name just a few. Therefore, please take cautious and necessary steps if you find this
material distressing in any way. With that in mind, let’s begin. Mrs Ridgeon (course leader)
and Ms Kohls

WHY STUDY CRIMINOLOGY?
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Crime in the News

Crime sells. What does this mean? Before the coronavirus pandemic our newspapers, social media 
sites and News programmes usually highlighted crime stories or criminal activity to a much greater 
extend (although there is a lot of fake news out there too). 

Activity 

Start a diary. Your diary should list basic details of any crimes that occur either in the UK or 
somewhere else in the world if they are interesting.  Keep this diary and add to it whenever you see or 
hear crime reported somewhere in the media. We will make use of your diary in lesson. 

Date:
Crime reported:
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1) Defining Crime and Deviance 

Defining Crime: There have been various definitions crime throughout history however two of the
most famous are the social and legal definition.
• Social Definition: Is when an action is seen as wrong by a community/society. A society (A group of
people) have stated that a behaviour is wrong and so it becomes a crime within that society.
• Legal definition of crime: The legal system defines the behaviour as a crime. For example,
‘behaviour which breaks laws and you’re punished by the legal system. The definition requires a legal
system to be in place, some smaller cultures or tribes do not have such a system and therefore the
social definition is more appropriate.

Defining Deviance: It considered any violation of society’s norms. Deviance can range from
something minor, such as a traffic offence, to something major, such as murder.
Comparing Crime and Deviance Crime is a behaviour that breaks the formal laws whereas deviance
is any violation of society’s norms. Although this overlaps with serious offences like Murder which
clearly a crime (against the law) and deviant (not normal). This does not apply to all behaviour for
example.
• Deviant but not a crime: While most crimes are seen as deviant, many deviant acts are not crimes;
for example, sharing a house with 50 cats.
• Crime but not necessarily deviant: Some deviant acts can become the norm and be accepted; for
example, illegal downloading of music.

1. Activity 
Complete the Venn diagram and place the following acts in it. 

Burglary          Downloading of music illegally               Sharing a house with 20 dogs           Murder 

Smoking of Tobacco (18+)                    Having Face Tattoos                         Speeding in a Car Assault

CRIME

BOTH

DEVIANCE
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1. Activity
Read the following article and answer the questions that follow. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-47650835

Is streaming without paying is a crime? Support your points with facts. Ensure you reference your
sources. Do you agree with the punishment of the three men? Justify your answer. Should streaming
be free? Justify your answer.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-47650835
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2) Social Construction of Crime: 

What is meant by the term social construction

• Social Construction in very simple terms is how society ‘creates’ or ‘makes’ something. However,
the creation in this regard is not physical like a creation of a building, this is a creation of a collective
meaning or understanding. For example, society has to create definitions for words or terms that are
then used by everybody in the same way. A culture or community would not be able to function
without a collection version or understanding on key ideas.
• This can be easily shown within crime and law making. Laws are creation by governments (elective
officials of the society) which decide what murder is and means. If everybody had a different version
or view on what murder was or meant, society would not be able to function effectively.
• Therefore, what we see as ‘criminal’ is created by society and crucially therefore is not fixed. What
we see as ‘crime’ can vary massively between culture to culture, over time periods, different places
and different circumstances. This is very important to understand in terms of Criminology because,
‘crime’ the core of what is studied is constantly evolving and changing.

2. Activity 
Using the various images and links to help (next page), answer the following questions. 

a) Give examples of acts/behaviour that are criminal in one culture but not in another. (Make sure 
you state the cultures) 

b) Give examples of acts/behaviour that were previously criminal but now are completely legal and 
actions that were previously not criminal but now are. (How has criminal law changed over time?) 

c) Outline two criminal cases that have led to changes in criminal law. 



Smoke-free | Tobacco Atlas

https://tobaccoatlas.org/topic/smoke-free/


Charities call for end to breed specific legislation on 25th anniversary - Dogs Monthly

Watch this video and read the article

BBC Two - Catching Britain's Killers: The Crimes That Changed Us, Series 1, Double Jeopardy, 
Challenging the law to get justice

Julie Hogg murder: how Ann Ming campaigned to ensure her daughter's killer Billy Dunlop was 
brought to justice (inews.co.uk)

https://dogsmonthly.co.uk/2016/08/12/charities-call-end-breed-specific-legislation-25th-anniversary/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07qjd33
https://inews.co.uk/culture/television/julie-hogg-murder-mother-ann-ming-killer-billy-dunlop-catching-britains-killers-bbc-two-350867
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Watch this clip and read the article:

BBC Two - Catching Britain's Killers: The Crimes That Changed Us, Overhauling police interviews

https://inews.co.uk/culture/television/maxwell-confait-murder-catching-britains-killers-the-crimes-
that-changed-us-bbc-two-818907

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07qjcxn
https://inews.co.uk/culture/television/maxwell-confait-murder-catching-britains-killers-the-crimes-that-changed-us-bbc-two-818907
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3) Types of Crime

White Collar Crime.

• Definition: White Collar crime was originally defined, and coined (first person to use it) by
sociologist Edwin Sutherland in 1939. He defined it as “a crime committed by a person of
respectability and high social status in the course of his occupation.” (1983 pg.9). This means the
offender must be somebody who is respected in the community or society in which they live and
also the crime must be committed through or using his/her job.

• Types of Victim/Typical Victim: White collar crime is not victimless. As Levi (1988) notes it affects
all parts of society, from ‘the wealthy to the very poor’. However, he further points out that it is ‘the
public-at-large who ultimately the victims of white-collar crime as the bear the costs of it e.g. high
credit card fees or higher taxes and so on’. Essentially, white collar crime has a trickle-down effect
where if the very wealthy are targeted, the damage often falls or trickles down to the poorest in
society.

• Types of Offender/Typical Offenders: Just like with victims the range of types of offenders is vast.
For example, Croall (2001), highlights the different between elite individual offenders who are often
the leader of business and rouge cowboy businesses where everybody is just taking money
underhand. However crucially, as Sutherland noted, every type/offender was respected and
committing the crime as part of their job.

3. Activity 

a) Research the case of Bernie Madoff. 
Using the information above, explain why Bernie Madoff is example of white-collar crime. You must 
try to refer to the definition, typical victims, and typical offenders. Video links 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05HK-z6HoHM The Man Who Stole $65 Billion (Bernie Madoff) 
– YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=05HK-z6HoHM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDqGSmTPtOQ
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Type of Crime: Domestic Abuse 

• Definition: Home Office (2018) defines domestic abuse and violence as “Any incident or pattern of
incidents of controlling, coercive, threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those aged 16 or
over who are, or have been, intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality. It
can encompass, but is not limited to, the following types of abuse: psychological, physical, sexual,
financial emotional"
• Types of Victim/Typical Victim: An estimated 1.9 million adults aged 16 to 59 years experienced
domestic abuse in the last year, according to the year ending March 2017 Crime Survey for England
and Wales (1.2 million women, 713,000 men). The majority of victims of domestic homicides
recorded between April 2013 and March 2016 were females (70%). (Home Office, 2017)
• Types of Offender/Typical Offenders:
o Elizabeth Gilchrist (2017): Several risk factors for domestic violence in this sample were identified.
These include witnessing domestic violence in childhood, disrupted attachment patterns, high levels
of interpersonal dependency and jealousy, attitudes condoning domestic violence and lack of
empathy.
o Alcohol use was a feature in a majority of offences (62%) and almost half the sample (48%) were
alcohol dependent. Alcohol may be a distinguishing factor in domestic violence offenders.

3.Activity

b) Clare's Law is named for Clare Wood, a woman murdered in England by a former domestic partner 
who police knew to be dangerous https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdkOwkYfils . Find out about 
Clare’s Law: when was it adopted? What does it aim to achieve? How successful is it? Make sure you 
list your sources of information. Continue on a separate sheet if necessary.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZdkOwkYfils
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Type of Crime: Hate Crime

• Definition: Hate crime is defined as ‘any criminal offence which is 
perceived, by the victim or any other person, to be motivated by hostility or prejudice towards 
someone based on a personal characteristic (Home Office, 2018). 

• Types of Victim/Typical Victim: Home Office Statistics (2017) have found that the typical targets for 
hate crime are as follows: 62,685 (78%) were race hate crimes; 9,157 (11%) were sexual orientation 
hate crimes; 5,949 (7%) were religious hate crimes; 5,558 (7%) were disability hate crimes; and 1,248 
(2%) were transgender hate crimes. 
• Types of Offender/Typical Offenders: 
o British Crime Survey (reported in Sibbitt, 1997), where for hate crimes against African Caribbean 
victims: 
• 82% of offenders were described as white; 
• 75% male; and; 
• 36% aged between 16-25. 

o For Asian victims where a perceived racial motivation was recorded: 
• 82% of offenders were white; 
• 87% male; and 
• 53% aged 16-25. 

3. Activity 

c) Watch the following documentary: ‘The Ugly Face of Disability Hate Crime - BBC Documentary’
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B03jduD9N5o. What are the main reasons for this type of hate 
crime? What are the experiences of those in the documentary? What can we do about disability hate 
crimes? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B03jduD9N5o
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4) Why is crime is not reported

Fear: One reason for crime not being reported to the police is fear. This is when you are afraid of the
potential consequences of reporting the crime from the criminal themselves or people associated
with that criminal e.g. family or gang.

4. Activity 

a) Using fear as a reason, explain why people do not report the crime of domestic violence to the 
police (what are victims afraid of that prevents them from reporting a crime of domestic violence 
to the police?)

Embarrassment: Another reason why crime is not reported is shame or embarrassment. This is where
a person feels humiliated or distressed about the crime they have experienced and therefore do not
want to talk to the police about the crime. This is due to belief that their behaviour was wrong or
foolish in some way and therefore do not wish any person to know that this has happened to them (‘I
just want to forget it ever happened’).

4. Activity 

b) Using embarrassment as a reason, explain why people do not report the crime of sexual offences 
to the police. 
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Not affected by it: Another reason why people do not report crime is that they do not believe they
should get involved it is down to somebody else to deal with the crime/s they have witnessed, as
they are not directly affected by it. This is sometimes called a diffusion of reasonability, as people
will think it others responsibility to report or deal with this type of crime.

4. Activity 

c) After watching the video, explain what is meant by bystander effect. Refer to the different 
scenarios in the video.

4. Activity 

d) Watch the following TED talk The bystander effect is complicated -- here's why | Ken Brown | 
TEDxUIowa - YouTube and answer the following questions:

i) What happened in 1964, the year the term ‘bystander effect’ was born?
ii) Describe the 1968 study on the bystander effect, including the outcome of the study.
iii) What is meant by ‘diffusion of responsibility’?
iv) What did Fisher et al. (2011) find out?
v) What strategies can you use to avoid the bystander effect and get help?

Continue on a separate sheet.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ufs8cKyzLvg
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Lack of Knowledge: Another reason why crime is not reported to the police is a lack of knowledge.
For example, a victim may fail to understand how to report a crime, as they may not understand the
correct procedures, or they may have limited knowledge that what they have actually experienced is
a crime.

4. Activity 

d) Using lack of knowledge as a reason, explain why people do not report the white-collar crime to 
the police. 
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5) Consequences of Not Reporting Crime

Ripple Effect: One consequence for not reporting crime is the ripple effect. This is how the impact of
crime can spread beyond the immediate victim throughout his or her family and friends.

5. Activity 

1) Create a small mind map, outlying the varies ripples that would occur if you did not report a 
domestic violence case. 

Decriminalisation: Another consequence of unreported crimes is that the crime can be become 
decriminalised, which where you cease to treat (something) as illegal or as a criminal offence. 

5. Activity 

2) After watching the video, describe the process and impact of decriminalisation that happened in 
Portugal. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lba9nkK-DDY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lba9nkK-DDY
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Police Prioritisation: Another consequence of unreported crime is that of police prioritisation. This is
where police will focus on certain crimes or criminal activity. This means that certain crimes that are
unreported will not be given priority as they are not seen as important or helpful.

5. Activity 

3) After watching the video, explain the effects of police cuts on the policing in the UK. Police feeling 
the impact of cuts as crime rises | ITV News - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-vcOpb5zrY
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6. Activity 

1) For this task you are going to produce an information sheet on some key facts for the area you live 
in for example, Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire, etc.

The fact sheet should include;
• The number of crimes committed in the last 6 months
• What is the highest criminal act undertaken and the lowest
• How many law enforcement agencies are there in your area- Police stations, prisons, rehabilitation 

centres etc.
• What crime prevention initiatives are there in your area, for example a knife or gun amnesty, 

neighbourhood watch, PCSOs walking your area.

Useful links:
https://www.police.uk/
https://www.adt.co.uk/crime-in-my-area
https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/About-us/About-Hertfordshire-Constabulary
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/police-forces/hertfordshire/

Continue on a separate sheet

6) Crime in your area

https://www.police.uk/
https://www.adt.co.uk/crime-in-my-area
https://www.herts.police.uk/Information-and-services/About-us/About-Hertfordshire-Constabulary
https://www.justiceinspectorates.gov.uk/hmicfrs/police-forces/hertfordshire/
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7. Activity 

1) Below is a list of victims and offenders for you to research.
Write a fact file for each which we will make use of throughout the course. 

The fact sheet should include;
• The crimes or crime committed
• The type of crime (tax fraud, murder, etc.)
• Details of the sentence (if any)
• Information about the offenders background which might explain their criminal behaviour such as 

head injuries, mental illness, childhood abuse. 

A. Gary Dobson & David Norris
B. Jimmy Carr
C. Shafilea Ahmed
D. Robert Thompson and Jon Venables

Continue on a separate sheet

7) Criminal case studies



Reading is a hugely rewarding and engaging pursuit and lies at the heart of all academic studies

The independent reader will always go beyond the recommended textbook. It is important that you consult
a range of sources on topics to find the most compelling perspectives and evidence. These will assist you
not only in learning and understanding the topic but also in developing your ideas and arguments for
assessment purposes. When you go to university you will be reading for your degree. It is essential that you
develop a good reading habit to prepare you for the higher-level reading expectations that you will face in
Higher Education.

It is important that you read actively rather than passively. This will involve engaging with the text and
taking notes. When taking notes, make sure you are selective and record the key terms, concepts,
arguments or ideas in the text. It is important that you engage with the text by asking questions and
comparing it critically with other sources. Conclude your reading with reviewing the text and summarising
your notes. This will help you form your own view. Of course, documentaries and podcasts offer the same
information in a different format.

WIDER READING/LISTENING/WATCHING
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The level 3 diploma in Criminology would benefit students looking to go straight into work when they
leave school. It could lead to work with employers such as the National Probation Service, the Courts
and Tribunals Service, or the National Offender Management Service.
For students wanting to progress onto higher education, this qualification is equivalent to an A level in
terms of UCAS points.

Criminological Social Sciences students go to university and study a range of subjects, each leading to a
variety of occupations:

University degree:

Sociology
Psychology
Law
Anthropology
Forensic and archaeological science
Social work

Example careers:

Welfare, health and housing 
professionals
Care workers
Youth and community workers
Police officers
Marketing professionals
Therapy professionals
Legal associate professionals
Solicitors, barristers, judges
Probation officers
Social workers
Teaching profession
Teaching assistant
Human resources
Business manager
Legal professional
Lab technician

CAREERS
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